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The T ower of Bq bel Compounded

By Jacob Ornstezn

Omstem isa language tram-’

: mq officer at the. Agrzculture
. Department Graduate School
K ot ,.._,ﬁ Vi e e G

uv unnuﬂ, Ve L
new African- state§b a session

-What is. so unusual jabout
this? Nothing, except {hat it
is being eonducted in Eng-

.by less than 5 per cent of
Ghanaian cmzens

" The fact Is that Ghana has

to" have chosen any one -of
-them as’the official tonguc
would have , cause

other groups and tribes.”In
' Afrlcan areas formerly helit

Helgium and - Francc,
Fren(‘h has become the “nf\
tinnal” language, again -
countries where only a ;tmy
minerity ' can -speak decent
T'rench,’ :

The: desperate - need to
f.nd .some comimon language
of communication. ~ has
caused . the leadels of , the
new states, many ' of, them
anti-Wegtern and natmnal;st-
ic,-to, 1¢1¥ -on the tongues of
their’ former masters mve
World War II, more than 5
new nations have come mto
.existence, many of them with
a .welter of " languages, In
‘Uganda, for example, ihe
national radio ‘must broad-
cast 1
guages e

me

lish — a tongue understood |

more than 100 languages. And |
[ them

. bitter-|.
ness. and envy among thed

] wnh f01mer colomal status

TODAY BABEL plagues honal use. but also develop ‘English, his opponents
t not only the new states of

Africa but also those of

ing .and standardizing them
once they have been _selected

South and Southeast Asiain *As often as not, it necessi-

a manner, that probably
would - maké’ the polyglot .
confusion - of ‘Biblical days

of Parliament. is going .on,j P2l¢ by comparison.

In Africa,’ south- of the.
Sahara, there are at least 800
distinet languages, of which |

only two, Swhahili and Hauba,z

are.spoken by as much as

"per . cent of the popula’rmn

Many of tuese tongues have
never been reduced to
writing, and in very few of:
are there technical
writings of any importance.
In Soeuth Asia, India;
(launs well over 100 lan-.

i tates equipping a language

that has been used only for-
everyday “tribal  needs, with
- the . voc¢abulary needed for.
communication in a modern:
techno‘odmal society.

- Here we come to a point:
about the nature of langgage
- misunderstood even by some;
highly educated nonlin.
. guists. Contrary to 'the idea
that some tongues are in-:
herently too primitive to
~express advanced concepts,
the fact is that within its

i.own grammatical structure, .
jany language can be made

guages, of which a dozen orj ¢ express any human con-

s0 have long cultural and
wriften traditions. That nal
tion  is striving to operate |
‘with Hindi as the over-all
national tongue and 12 re

‘gional official tongues, such
as Rajasthani, - Bengali and!
Telugu. Desplte this, for of-|
ficial, educational and
,technologual purposes, thIS

vast land is stﬂl obliged to

depend upon English, which
many wogld iike to abandop
because™”of 't§ * association

THE NEED ‘ﬁ)r a oommon)
longue, basic o any country’
seeking pational unity, has-

given rise to the new jiracess. standable tq large segments
science’ of language plan-  fLet it be recalled that "% ”“‘-f population. Among
ning. This involves not only when John Wycliffe first the few. exceptions are
choosing languages for na- translated the Bible into SWahili in the East and

' Continued

© select,

cept,

- All that is requ1red is fr)r
.new, termlnoiogy and ‘vocab-
ulary to be coined or bor-

and to pitt these new terts

into circulation through dic:’

tionaries, periodicals, books
Land, mstructlonal media.

" DEVELOPING a - language
or dialect for broad usage -is

_chviously a Jtime-consuming -

process. It requires deciding |
© which of different forms to
creating a writing
system and coining new
leriminology. But all official
tongues have undergone this

“ world - events. For example,

' struction of entire peoples,
‘towed from other tongues,

protested that this was a
' language too “rude” to be
used for religious purposes.
The .Romance languages
were at one time considered
crude dialects unsuitable for
refined usage, and far in-|
ferior to Latin, And in an-!
cient Greek, Classical Latin -
or .Biblical Hebrew, there :
were: no terms for “deep :
freezer,” “atomic reactor” or :
“jet aircraft” but the |
modern -versions of those
tongues have all these terms

today.

> Moreover, all ]anguages

(onstantly add terms in line

with * the developments of
sociology or science or

the “unpleasant term “geno-
cide,” referring to the de-

was coined right after World
War 1I and has been incor-
porated into most Western
languages

HOWEVDR, in - much of
-elergent Africa and Asia
there has simply not been
time , er\ough to develop the

natwe tongues -most of
which had never been re-
duced to writing and many |
of which were not under- ®
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ausa in 'the West, hoth
idelv used and boastmq a'
lmxtga but growing litera-

The choice "of English or:
rench as the “national”
ficial tongue,_ is bringing.
out some curious. conse-
uences. " In most of these’
ew lands only a tiny per-
'ntage can speak these
ngues . of wider. communi-
tion. This means in effect,
1at a knowledge of these
nguages opens doors to
lite status, polmcal position
nd leadershlp in education,.
chnology and Just about
qvery field. =~ -

- | Unfortunately school facil-:

‘qupply”. that only a minority
$f-the young pcople inj
pfrvican lands can ever ac-
(ulre these

LIGHT NEW African na-|
fions have chosen English as
fheir sole official medium:
‘Kenya, Uganda, Ghana, Bech-
ianaland, Nigeria, North-|
¢rn Rhodesia, Southern:
Ruodesia and Sierra Leone.
Fhe following 11 states,” all
ormerly parts of French oy,
Belgian - colonial
have adopted French: Cen-:
ral African Republic, Chad,

poldville), Guinea, and Mali.!
Dne nation,
ppted to make both French
nd English official.

.Very few mnationg
hosen multilingual solu-

fties and competent in-|
tructors are in such shori.

_languages :

1aidable one, Even such es-
tablished governments as.
Belgmm and Canada con-

'tinue to suffer strains be-
‘cause of  the competition
between Flemish and French
in the former'and English
and Frerch in the latter:

Examples of new states-
which have chosen bilingual
'patterns = are Afghanistan
" (Pashto and. Persian), Al
geria (Arabic and French),
Ceylon (Sinhalese and Tam-:
i), Rwanda (Kinyarwanda
and - French), Cameroun
(Frenich and English) and
Purunai (Kirundi and
French). Only one African
tand has adopted a native
tongue as the exclusive of-
ficial language.. That is
Tanganyika, with Swahm in
: tha* position,

In a world divided by 3000
languages,” French. and Eng-.
lish have become important
unstruments for umty As
itime passes, the mnative
| vernaculars will’ be built up
| for.more complex tasks, but

the- great world languagvc
1 are destined to play an im-
< portani role for some time.

holdings. "

‘Pakomey, Gabon, Niger,
Benegal, Togo, Congo'
IBrazzaville), Con go _(Leo-| |

Cdmeroun,i

have

jons since the problem of

onducting official business,
roviding identical
ions and the like is a for-

tranSla-
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